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The Environment Seminar
Group 3:
International Regulation and Control


Seminar preparation

It is often the case that wealthy countries are reluctant to regulate their use of finite resources because they fear that this would have a detrimental impact upon their own economic prosperity. The sites linked below illustrate the opinions of the wealthy American and European nations on international environmental agreements. Below these sites, you will find some bullet points that:

· Support international regulation and control of environmental conditions 

· Argue against international regulation and control of environmental conditions

1. Take a look at these bullet points and note which of the arguments (and points) you find the most convincing. Please state why. (Please take note of the reasons you chose to look at the particular issues. You will be asked about this in the seminar).

2.  Select one of the sites and consider the difference between the values you support (the answer to the question above) and those outlined in the site.

Take notes so that you can address the following question:

What role should the international community have in monitoring

 and regulating the environment?

Selection 1

American Council for Capital Formation (ACCF)

http://www.accf.org/publications/testimonies/test-impactkyoto-march25-1999.html
Adam Smith Institute

http://www.adamsmith.org/index.php/think_piece/more/oil_price_is_a_sign_of_global_health_for_the_environment/
Institute of Economic Affairs

http://www.iea.org.uk/issue.jsp?ID=5
Ross McKitrick – University of Guelph

http://www.uoguelph.ca/~rmckitri/research/australia.pdf
American Enterprise Institute for Public Policy Research

http://www.aei.org/publications/pubID.19348,filter.all/pub_detail.asp
Cato Institute

http://www.cato.org/research/nat-studies/index.html
Arguments in favour of international regulation and control of environmental conditions

· Measures to curb carbon dioxide emissions are crucial as these emissions are causing global warming

· Global warming will cause the ice caps to melt resulting in higher sea levels,

this will lead to the flooding of low-lying areas.

· Global warming could cause a shift in weather patterns rendering the current level of crop production in certain areas impossible.

· An increase in temperatures would have the effect of increasing precipitation,  this could result in an increase in the number of serious storms.

· Hurricanes and more extreme weather may increase as temperatures increase.

· Further increase in carbon dioxide levels would increase the acidification of the world’s oceans, this may affect fish, coral and plankton levels.  

· Global warming may affect the path of the Gulf Stream, which would have serious consequences for some multiple nations.

· Global warming itself may trigger events that in turn may increase global warming even further, such as the melting of permafrost peat bogs, which would release more methane into the atmosphere.

Arguments against international regulation and control of environmental conditions

· The effects of global warming are benign or even beneficial, and certainly not harmful to the planet.

· Global warming is the result of natural solar changes and not ‘man-made’, therefore no action is required.

· The cost to the business community, the economy and to people’s standard of living of mitigating global warming is too large for it to be feasible.

· Global warming is actually within normal fluctuations and not due to any phenomena, natural or man-made.

· Future increases in levels of global warming are too small to warrant the drastic measures of Kyoto and other climate change treaties.

· International treaties are unfair to the US and developed nations, as they don’t place enough emphasis on tackling big emitters from the developing world such as China and India.

· A fringe theory is that the Kyoto protocol and other international agreements are a socialist conspiracy to transfer wealth to the developing nations.

�  This selection was selected and written by students at Sheffield Hallam University





